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Undiscovered History

of Branch Number 4

By George P. Latta

Emmit Girdell Latta was born May 28,
1849 in the town of Friendship, New York.

Emmit’s life first makes its mark in history
when, at the tender age of thirteen, he enlisted
as a drummer boy, becoming the youngest vet-
eran of the American Civil War. In his military
career he was first enlisted in Battery A, 1st US
Artillery and re-enlisted in Company I, 9th New
York Cavalry.

After the war Emmit seemed to follow his
father's footsteps into business. Among the
many titles he held some of the more notable
were inventor, author and banker.

He held the office of vice president with the
Citizens National Bank of Friendship, NY, vice
president of the J. L. Brown Banking Company,

f vice president of the Reliance Shoe Company,

vice president of the Panl Lumber Company of
Canada, member of the real estate firm Brown-
Latta-Condon, the first president of the board of
trustees of Friendship, New York, and president
of the board of education for over 10 years.

The list goes on and on, and is well docu-
mented.

With his brother Adrian, Emmit established
The Latta Brothers Bicycle Manufacturers, and
they began importing bicycles (velocipedes) of
the only type then in existence, the “high
wheel” variety. Later the Latta Brothers began
manufacturing their own bicycle in Friendship,
New York. At that time The Latta Brothers
were one of only two bicycle manufacturers in
the United States.

In the early 1900°s Emmit moved his fam-
ily from Friendship to Syracuse, New York.
Not yet ready to “retire,” Emmit began planning
and organizing the production of “The Latta
Typewriter.” Before production began, the en-
terprise was purchased by the Remington Com-
pany and at least one of Emmit’s patents was
used (the ball bearing type arm).

Recently I have unearthed yet another inter-

(Continued on page §)

Origins of the Latta name
What’s in a Name?

That which we call a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet; So Romeo would, were he
not Romeo calld—Shakespeare

The origin of the name “Latta™ has been dis-
cussed and debated for many years. It’s generally
conceded that our ancestors lived in Scotland,
with some later settling in Northern Ireland before
coming to America and other countries. But, be-
yond that, there is no general agreement upon the
origin of the name “Latta.”

One Theory

From a document titled Genealogy of the
Latta Family written in 1964 by Beatrice Latta
Lewis of Terrace, California, and sent to the edi-
tor by Mrs. Vivian Setterberg:

The origin of the name Latta is lost. Itis a
very old name and according to information fur-
nished me by Frank F. Latta, can be traced back
through history in Ireland, Scotland, England,
Belgium, France, Spain, Arabia, Austria and
Italy. In spite of its wide distribution ii has never
been a common name. Much of my information
comes from Frank Latta of Pescadero, California,
who has done extensive research on family history
and has published a book on his branch of the
family.

The word “latta” in Arabic means a cover or
lid. As nearly all names were taken from a man’s
trade or objects he made, this may have been the

(Continued on page 7)
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Editorial Op-ed
You like it! The Outlaw In-law
The votes are in, and the outcome is: The Latia Editor’s note: the opinions expressed are not
Grenealogy Newsletter is a big hit. Here are some of necessarly those of the staff and management of
your comments: this newsletter ©
. Congratu'lations are o] By Thergsa I.\nn (Routier) Iratta
© The newsletter gave me the address of my d . ggh :’ lfyour ST tls Lattaclﬁc:lr yt?;jl g
father’s cousin whom I have not seen in years! o i 16 et i e
® Tlied il thisteeiipases: article right now. You won't find your John,
e . i ", . William, Samuel or Robert in this article. Please
o professional, informative and friendly! hand thi
I'was o I was delighted...] wish to claim the privi- | 2 this paper over to the un-Latta of your fam-
delighted lege of being the first .c;f my branch to send a con- tly ... wafe/msbiand, lgved e, O Stgnrusany
T loved llu tribation] other. (Make sure their hands are clean, and they
,ove . Of course you had suggestions for us to im- 1%11, ?;‘;1? ;err?l.?]s)gl:l%l;tfhg he nngI;et :’ ati':la
thirteen prove, and we’ll do our best not to disappoint you toshani hais stated.) oK e e
pages! in that regard. ;
We’ll experiment with the format for queries }{)ow i tho_se ynletuabe ot fuece Wi
I Y, were ()n;l as Routier, Kilburn, Ifmght, e't'c., etc.,
You asked what research is being done in the g il fogzlhd ﬂfmsclves Dissed” wifh
UK. Geolitey W, Lalts reports fils [ue el an association with a Latta dess:endant, I would
w;)rl-c in his homelz.m P hke_ to offer a few survival tactics (don't tell them
The cause of Lattla research owes much to i sadthael), Bog I'know afwhat1speak, for 1
Danny R. Latta and the late John Latta, Jr., who ﬁtﬁ ‘E\Ifél(;?georl arxiztcgv 113{:_1 :n‘ZE ?;gzresa
published the Latta Family Newsletter in the Yes I believe that i l,ie el s i
1970’s. In this and subsequent issues we’ll reprint F ¢ AT SN WA S LA OV
unny, I don't remember having numbers in my
(Continued on page 12) | name before. Oh well, onto the survival tactics.

The Latta Genealogy Newsletter

Published approvimately thrice annually
Dedicated to research among the forty-nine branches of the Latta family
in America, and of our family’s origins in the Old World.
Funded by contributions from its readers. Suggested contribution:
seven to ten dollars per year (US and Canada) international US $10 to $13

Please send your family group sheets, pedigree charts, photos,
documents and/or gedcom files to:

George P. Latta
PO Box 352
Holley NY 14470-0352
e-mail: Latta34@aol.com

Send your subscription contributions, address changes,
newsletter articles, queries, comments, etc. to:

Paul H. Calhoun

129 Lincoln Drive
Port Clinton OH 43452-1248
e-mail: pcalhoun@infinet.com

We’re on the World Wide Web! Visit our web site at
www.infinet.com/~pcalhoun/latta.html

Tactic #1 _

Now that your Latta descendant has re-
ceived his/her newsletter, you are no doubt going
to be asked to join the search for missing rela-
tions. DON'T PANIC! For the most part the re-
lations will probably be dead ones, so don't
worry about adding them to your Christmas list
or receiving fruitcakes from them! Just be pre-
pared for a lot of walking through grave yards
(always raining!) and hunting through books and
records (always smelly!). Remember this is very
important to your Latta descendant, so smile, be
brave, and offer support! (It may be worth that
new pair of earrings or golf clubs you've been
looking at!) In any case you will gain knowledge
of new places and people, Latter-day Saints, li-
braries, librarians, clerks, etc., etc.

Tactic #2

Always travel with a pen, paper, camera and
local map, yes, even if you’re just going to the
store. You never know when a dead Latta may
show up (they're strange that way!) I have trav-
eled the same route for two years to a favorite
gas station (cheap gas), passed the same grave-
yard, and never noticed until a few months ago a

(Continued on page 12)
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Branch 1

Pioneer Polly

by Barbara R. Smith

Mary A. “Polly” Latta, third daughter of
Robert and Isabella Johnston Latta [Branch
1, family 7], was born March 21, 1805 near
Bellefontaine, Ohio. Her family moved to
Champaign County, Ohio, when she was nine
years old and here she grew to young
womanhood.

At eighteen years of age, Polly was a
well-built girl, with dark hair and eyes,
intellectually bright and having a lovely
disposition, as an admirer remembered fifty
years later. Today those attributes alone
would have been enough for most any young
man looking for a life partner. However, in
1823, a man’s desires were shaped by more
practlcal considerations, such as an ability to

wages paid to a good spinner were fifty cents a
week. If the woman spun more than a dozen
cuts she was entitled to additional pay, but if
she spun less than twelve cuts she was
“docked” in proportion to the number she was
short.

Since being a good spinner was so highly
regarded, young women strove to excel in that
endeavor and spinning parties became very
popular. At a flax-pulling frolic or a house-
warming, Polly Latta had few equals. Human
nature being what it 1s, there soon evolved an
air of contention over how many cuts Polly
could or could not spin in a day’s time. Soon a
time and place were chosen and Polly set
herself the task of doing the greatest amount of
spinning in one day that had ever been done by
one person.

On the appointed day, Polly, her mother
Isabella, and a large number of neighbors

ﬂ1p a pancake and land [
it in the pan unbroken,
mend a man’s
buckskin hunting over-
garments, knit and
darn woolen stockings,
and most importantly
of all, to be a good
spinner.

In the early days
of the settlement of
this country every
home had a weaver’s
loom and a small
spinning wheel for

7 assembled at a log

1 barn belonging to Col.
Kelley, where all was
in readiness. The first
whirr of the spinning-
| wheel was heard the

| moment the sun made
its appearance on the
eastern horizon, and it
| ceased not for a

| minute until the sun
had disappeared
behind the distant hills
of the beautiful Mad

each woman or girl in the famlly These
“little wheels” were used for spinning flax
and tow and cotton which was carded with
hand cards after the seeds were removed by
the younger children. Each family also had at
least one “big wheel” on which they spun the
wool into yarn. The yarn was wound onto
reels which were about three feet in diameter.
On the front of the reel was a wooden
instrument which operated much like the
minute hand of a clock. The hand went
around once cach time the reel completed one
hundred and twenty turns, and upon
completing a full revolution it made a loud
crack which indicated that a “cut” had been
made, or one hundred and twenty threads
were on the reel. A dozen cuts a day was
considered a woman’s task. The common

J River Valley. Isabella
and another lady prov1ded food and drink so
that Polly would not have to pause in her

.spinning. Mrs. Archibald Hopkins reeled the
thread as the spools were filled.

Noon arrived and Polly had not finished
half of the promised work. Her attendants now
hung quilts and blankets over ropes to form a
more private area where she would not be
hindered by the crowd of onlookers. As
evening approached, Polly and her mother
feared that she might not accomplish her goal.
Polly now put forth all her energy and the
wheel hummed and whirred faster than ever
before. As the last rays of the setting son
shone on the round logs of that now extinct
bam, the last “crack” of the reel was heard to
announce the completion of the forty-eighth

(Continued on page 12)
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A VISIT TQO THE LORD'S VINEYARD ¥ o
by Connie McD. Latta

"Thisz 2-story log house and out-bulldings were erected by
John Latta sbout 1834 on Evansville Creek, 12 miles south-
west of thia spot. The Latta settlsment was called
Vineyard from 'The Lord's Yineyard.' Vineyard was the
firat peostoffice in Washington County (1829). John Latta
wag postmaster from 1835 to 1838 and conducted tha office
in this house. It was also a stop on the early stage
route from Fayetteville and Cane Hill to Van Buren. This
house figured in many of the stirring events of pioneer
days on the Indian border. The buildings were given to
Waghington County Historical Society by F.F. latta, grand-
gon1;§athc ploneer builder, and were removed to this site
a Tu

The above is taken from a State historical marker which stands
in the Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park located on the eastern
outskirts of Prairie Grove on U.S. 62 about 13 miles southwest of
Fayetteville, Arkansms. Along with the Latta home is & barn, well
house, and slave house, The barn serves as the community center
for the park's activities,

John Latta was born in York District, South Carolina, on 23 Feb.
1750, the son of Thomas Latta (b. 4 Nov. 1763 - @. 14 Nov. 1807) and
Martha (Neely) Latta (b. 23 FNov. 1765 - d. 18 Feb. 1847). He was
the fanduon of John Latta (1727-1795) who settled in York District
sbout 1763. {Sae land memorials of John Latta, page 4.}

Raised in York District, John Latia married Jane Starr on 24
Jan, 1815 and they had the following children from whom have
dascended many members of the Latta family: :

Baby son (not named) b. 03 hec. 1B15 - d. 03 Dec. 1B15)
Thomas Starr latta - (b. 06 Dec. 1816 - d, 05 Apr. 1B4Z)
Margaret Ann Latta b. 19 Feb. 1818 - 4. 02 Jan. 1883)
Samiuel Neely latta b. 20 Dec. 1819 -~ d. unknown]
John Stewart Latta b. Ok Nov. 1821 - d. 17 Oct. 1898)
William Ramsey latta b. 26 Ma% 1823 - 4. 23 Jul. 1906)
Robert Hall ILatta b. 28 Feb. 1825 - 4, 1888)

Jamea Eudorus latia +{b. 09 Jan. 1827 - d. 06 Dec. 1895)
Andrew Jackson latta b, 07 May. 1829 - 4. 15 Jan. 19053
Eli Chambers latts b. 0B Apr. 1831 - d. 30 May 1303
Martha Jane latta b. 10 Aug. 1833 - d. 08 Aug. 1915)
Francis Marion Latta b. 10 Mar. 1836 - d. unknown)
Sarah Elizabeth latta b. 06 Jan. 1839 - 4. Ol Dec. 1920)

John Latta was a :Lar%e man, over six fest tall and weighed more
than 200 pounds. He had black hair and grey eyes. (A picture of him
is henging on the living room wall of his log house.) e was a
Bkilled wheelwright, blacksmith, and farmer. He was a strict
Pragbyterian, and had a vetter than average sducation for that time.
He brought with him to Arkansas a library that would exceed that
found in many homea today. There was no Tiction in this library,
cnly books on iravel, history, and devotion.

John Latta lived in York District until 16831. Seekxing more and
better leand and a place where he could raise his growing family in an
envirorment of his choosing, John Latta left South Carcolina in 1831
4o homestead in Arkansas., He made at least three trips to Arkansas
betwsen 1829 and 1833, preparing the land and homesite vwhere he would
bring his family. Some of his family stayed in Maury County, Temnes-
see, with his brother, Sanuel, during the move.

The "Lord’s Vineyard”, as the new homestead was o be known, was
envisioned as a "Utopia.” _It wag intended to be as near self-suffi-
cient as necessary to insulate and isolate it from the outgide world,
An indusirial establishment was planned which included a blacksmith,
cabinet, carpenter, and wheelwright shops, & cobbler, a saddle and
harness shop, and & weaving and tailor shop. A grist mill, a school,
and a church were to be established.

The outside forces, however, were against John from the start.
One son died and four sons left the homeplace to follow the Gold Rush.
Jane died in 1854, Purthermore, the territory where he seitled had
outlaws and badmen of every description. The Civil War began and John's
drean of Utopia was shattered.

John lost his home before his death, He had countersigned a note
for $2,000 and the person for whom he signed could not pay. 3o John
hed to sell everything to make good on the note. He went to live with
his son, James Eudorus, in F. Smith, Arkansas, where he died 2 Oct.

1

. James s wife, Hattie, along with Andrew Jackson datla and twe
Negroes took the body, which was packed in ice, and carried it by wagon
over the Boston Mountains to the cemetery near Evansville, a distance
of fifty miles. Hattie had sent word to Margaret latta to have the
grave by the side of his wife, Jane, ready for burial. Haitie was de-
termined that John should rest by the side of his mete who had helped
him settle their home and raise their family. It was past midnight
vhen they arrived at the cemetery. They placed tallow dips beside the
grave and buried John at two &.m> One can imagine the sadness and
loneliness of this trip and the strain of the night funeral. X

This writer visited Academy Cemetery in Evansville, Arkansas, in
June 1978 and located the grave of Janer:{stm) Latta. The inserip-
tion on the stone reads as follows:

To the Memory of

lrs. Jane Lattia

Wife of John Latta

Born Sept 170 179

Died July 20h 18 :
Aged 61 years.10 months and 3 days

To the left of Jane's headstone'is an area with an unmarked stone
protruding slightly from the ground. It 1s assumed thai this is the
grave of John Latta., HNearby is a tombstone marking the grave of their
son, Thomas Starr latta, who died at the age of 26 on 5 April 1B42.

John Latta's log home stands today, 117 years after his death as a
reminder of his pioneer spirit. Each year on the second Sunday in June,
Tattas from around the United States gather for a family reunion in the
Latta barn.

Editor's Note: This article was adapted, in part, from a book, THB i
LORD'S VINEYARD, by F. F. Latta, first published in Shafter, California,
in 1940 by the Washington County Historical Soeciety, 118 E. Diekson,
Payettevills, Arkensas 72701. Two later editions have been published.

MILITARY RECORDS OF THE CORFEDERATE ARMY
National Archives, Washington, D.C.
{abatracted by John W. latta, Jr.)

Name Rank Unit

Latta, J. W, Pvt, Co. C, {State not given)

latta, M. J. Sgt. Co. A, {State not given)

Latta, J. T. Pvt. Co. K, 7th Arkansas Infantry
Latta, A. T. Pvt. Co. A, 9th Bat. Georgia Infaniry
Latta, Alexander Pvt. Co. G, 39th Georgia Infantry
Latta, J. P, Pvt. Co. B, 33ré Georgia Infantry
Latta, John P. Co. C, 13th Ceorgia Infantxry
Latta, Meredith J. Sgt. Co. D, 37th Georgia Infantry
Latta, W. T. Pvi. Co. A, 53rd Georgia Infantry
Latta, W. Y. Pvt, Co. &, 53rd Georgim Infantry
Latta, E. M. Pvt. €o. I, 7th Kentucky Cavalry

Latta, E. M, Pvt. Co. A, 7th Kentucky Cavalry

Latta, F. M. Sgt. Co. A, 7th Kentucky Cavalry

Latte, T. B. Pvi. Co. A, 7th Kentucky Cavalry

Latta, N. T. Pvt. Co. H, 10th Missiseippi Cavalry
Latta, Charles T. Pvt. Co. G, A47th Tennessee Cavalry
Latta, James W. Pvt. Co. D, 19th & 20th Tenn. Cavalry
Latta, J. M. Pvt. Co. D, 19th & 20th Tenn. Cavalry
Latta, John PvL. Co. E, 6th (Wheeler's) Tenn. Cavalry
Latta, J. W. Cpl, Co. B, 27th Temnessee Infantry
Latta, M. T. Sgt. Co. €, 194h & 20th Tenn. Cavalry
Latta, S. Fvt. Co. K, 15th Temmessee Cavalry
Latta, Samuel R. Capt. Co. K, 13th Tennessee Infantry
Latta, Simms Pvt. Co. E, &6th Tennessee Cavalry
Latta, W, P. Sgt, Co. &, 1Bth (Newsom's) Tenn, Cavalry
Latta, W. D. sgt. Co. B, 27th Tennessee Infantry
Latta, William Pvt. Co. @, 3rd (Clack's) Ternesszes Inf.
Latta, William A. Pvi. 1st Tennassee Cavalry

Letta, William S. Capt. Co. F, (Longwood's) Tennessee Cavalry
Latta, William W. Pvt. Capt. Sparkman's Co. Tenn. L.Art'y

Latta, William J. Pvt. Co. B, Holman's Bat. Partison Rangers.
L

enn.

Latta, W. J. Pvi. Co, G, 11th (Holman's) Tenn, Cavalry
Latta, W. P. Pvt. Capt. Kain's Co. Tenn. Light Ari'y
Latta, W. S. Pvt. Co. F, 16th (Longwocod's) Tenn. Cav.
Latta, W. W. Pvt. Co. G, 9th Bat. Tennessee Cavalry
Latta, W. W. Pvt. Capt. Sperkman's Co. Tenn. L.Art'y
Latta, George M. Pvt. Capt. €. F. Johnston's Va, Axt'y.

MILITARY RECORDS OF THE CONFEDERATE ARMY
Natienal Archives, Washington, D.C.
(abstracted by John W. Latta, Jr.)

Name Rank Unit

Latta, J. A. Cpl. Co. B, 12th Alabama Cavalry ~
Latta, J. B. Pvt. Co. B, 12th Alabama Cavalry

Latta, J. J. Pvt. Co. G, 10th Alsbama Infantry
Latta, John I. Pvt. Co. G, 10th Alabame Infantry
Latta, M. T, Pvt, Alabama Cavalry

Latta, Robert A. Cpl. Co. €, 28th Alabama Infantry
Latta, Robert T. Cpl. Co. €, 28th Alabama Infantry
latta, Frank M. Chaplin Co. A, 16th Arkansas Infantry
Latta, Pranklin Pvi, Co. H, %ih Arkansas Infaniry
Latta, F. T, Sgt. Co, K, (Monroes) Arkansas Cavalry
Latta, J. T. Sgt. Co. ¢, 8th Arkansas Cavalry
Latta, Allen Pvt. Co, C, Cherokee Mounted Volunisers
Latta, Allen Pvt, Ceo. 3, Cherokee Mounted Volunteers
Latta, Allen Pyt. Co, D, 2nd Cherokes Mounted Yolunteers
Latta, James Co. H, 7th Florida.Infantry

Latta, J. F. M, Pvi. Co, G, 4#th Florida Infaniry

WILL OF STEPHEN SCARLETT
(abstracted by John W. Latta, Jr.)

Orange County, N.C. Will Book D, Page 510. HWill dated 6 July 1Bi7;
proved August Court 181'{. Rames wife Sally, Daus Rachel and Cynthia,
unmarried. Sons James youngest) , John {(eldest), 7 daus: Elizabeth
Cain, Mary Latta {see p. 38), Sally latta [see p. 381, Jane latta
{see p. 45), Susannah Cole, Rachel Scarlett and Cynthia Scarlett.
Executors: wife Sally and son James, Witnesses: William Lewis, Henry
Bunch, Abraham (x) Crabtree. i

QUERY

Hr. Ed Dougherty, 5101 A Whitaker Dr., Nashville, Tn. 37211 needs
information on John latta, born in Ireland and moved to Western Fa.

just after the Revolutionary War. His son, John Latta II, born ca.
1783-7, married Anne Hockenbury and moved to (W) Va. ca., 1B44 and to
Honroe Co., Ohio before 1850. Trying to locate county in Pa. John Latta
II and Anne came from. Any information appreciated.

The census records on pages U7-52 were abstracted by Danny R. and
Connie McD. Latta
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The Latta Name: The

British Connection
By Geoffrey W. Latta

While most researchers into Latta genealogy
have concentrated in the US, my own interest 1s
rather different. I was born m Gillingham, Kent,
about 40 miles south-east of London and only
came to Philadelphia to live in the late 1970s. I
am the first member of my direct family to come
to the US. I had already started genealogical
research in England and Scotland before coming
here, but my curiosity was further enhanced
shortly after arrival in Philadelphia by meeting
one of the descendants of the “shipwreck™ Lattas.

Unfortunately, I have been unable to trace
my Latta ancestors back beyond my great-great
grandfather, Thomas Latta, who was born around
1810, married Catherine McBlane (McBlain) in
Larbert, Stirlingshire, Scotland in 1833 and died
in Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland in 1870.
My so far unsuccessful efforts to trace his place
and year of birth led me to compile a variety of
unrelated information about the Latta name.
While mitially designed as a means of helping
me find clues to my own family, this process
became an end in itself as [ became interested in
the geographic distribution of Latta family
members and the evolution of the spelling of the
name. In addition, in the hope that family
members might have come to the US, I also
decided to research the 1850 US Census (aided
by having to go to Washington frequently on
business!).

The result is that I have:

e A listing of all Latta birth, marriage and
death registrations in England and Wales from
the introduction of national registration in 1837
up to 1993. This consists of 247 male birth
records, 233 female birth records, 161 male
death records, 138 female death records, 196
male marriage records and 184 female marriage
records.

o A listing of all Latta birth registrations in
Scotland between 1855, when national
registration began and 1947 (345 male and 367
female records), deaths from 1855 to 1942 (221
male and 371 female records; the imbalance in
numbers resulting from the fact that Scottish
records list female deaths of married women
under both their married names and their maiden
names); and marriage records from 1855 to 1885
(59 male and 70 female). In time, I hope to bring

these records up to the present.

e A listing of all English IGI records pre-1837
(13 records only) and pre-1855 in Scotland (354
male births, 325 female births, 185 male
marriages and 63 female marriages - the latter is
still in progress). For the early records, this covers
all related spellings but I arbitrarily ceased this
from 1800 whereafter the records are only for
Latta. The earliest IGI records are from 1585.
The IGI lists, as you will know, are alphabetic by
first name. I have also resorted the lists
chronologically. The English records probably
understate the existence of the Latta name prior to
1837 but it was still clearly far less common than
in Scotland.

o A listing of the full fanuly details for 118
(plus partial listings for 14 more) of the Latta
entries in the 1850 US Census.

The bad news is that although this constitutes
quite a bit of information, it is not easily
mterrogated as I collected the information when I
had more time than [ have now so [ have not
computerized many of the records. (For the
younger researchers, believe it or not there weren’t
PCs twenty years ago).

As many of you will recognize, records in
Ireland are a disaster due to the destruction of most
records in 1922. The single IGI page lists 23
records that meet the criteria for spelling and daie
listed above.

Geography

Clearly the lack of Lattas in England prior to
the middle of the 19th century confirms that the
name is Scottish (or Irish) by origin. There are 74
IGI entries for names prior to 1700. Of these, 60
are from Fifeshire, 6 from Ayrshire, 4 from
Renfrew, 2 from Dumbarton and one from
Aberdeenshire. The earliest entry is the birth of
Janet Lata (or Glas) in June 1585 in Dunfermline,
Fifeshire. Her parents were listed as John Lata
and Margaret Glas. The second entry for May
1586 is the marriage of John Lata and Margaret
Glass m Dunfermline! The relatively casual
attitude towards the sequencing of marriage and
childbirth is a recurrent theme in the records I
collected.

The preponderance of Fife births has caused
me to question the usual geographic explanation
for the origin of the name. Black’s Surnames of
Scotland indicates that the name is a variant of
Lawtie and is derived from the lands of Laithis in
Ayrshire. It is possible that many of those with the
name later went to Fife but the lack of names in

(Continued on page 6)
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The Latta Name: The British
Connection

(Continued from page 5)

Ayrshire is suspicious. While a partial
explanation could be the better preservation and
retrieval of Fife records, the existence of quite a
number of earlier Ayr records for other names
makes this a dubious thesis. The carliest
Ayrshire reference is the birth of William Lata in
Beith in June 1677. This is only the second non-
Fife reference; the earliest is the marriage of
William Lata in Aberdeen in May 1670.

After 1700, the name spreads across central
Scotland with Fife remaining dominant followed
by Ayr, Renfrew and Dumbarton. In the 19th
century, entries for Glasgow and Edinburgh
become more common. The name spreads into
England in the 19th century, at first almost
entirely to London and to a lesser degree the
industrial and port areas of Lancashire
(Liverpool, Manchester, Salford, etc.). The
England and Wales registry has 97 entries
between 1837-67; of these 69 are from London,
15 from Salford/Manchester, 9 from Liverpool
and only four from anywhere else (2 from
Sheffield, one from Leeds and one from
Falmouth in Cornwall). The last of these was a
death entry and one might guess that it could
have been a seaman from somewhere else. This
highly urban pattern of residence would certainly
be consistent with immigrants from Scotland and
Ireland. My own great-grandfather moved from
Scotland to London at some time around 1860-
65.

A perspective on the incidence of the name
in Scotland is to recall the total population of the
country. In the 1801 census, the population of
Scotland was 1.61 million; at that time the
population of England and Wales was 8.89
million. Scotland’s population increased in the
15th century to 4.47 million at the 1901 census,
while England and Wales increased even faster
to a level of 32.53 million. By contrast, the
population of Ireland fell. The area that is now
Northern Ireland had a population in 1801 of
1.44 million, and by 1901 had fallen to 1.24
million,

Any views or research that can shed further
light on the geographic origin or origins of the
name would be most welcome.

Spelling

Prior to 1700, I tracked names that were
grouped together in the IGL. In order, the most
common spellings were Lata (29), Lataw (8),

Latto (8), Lattow (6), Lato (6), Latae (4), Latay (3),
Latta (2), Latoe (2), Lattay (2), Laty (1), Latty (1),
Lattou (1) and Latow (1). Spelling was as casual as
one might expect in a society with limited literacy and
two different spellings in the same family were not
uncommon. The earliest use of Latta was in March
1644 when Walter Latta married Katharin Davidsone
m Dysart, Fifeshire.

It is only in the mid-18th century that spelling
begins to gravitate around certain patterns. In the
1750s, of 66 entries, 23 use Lata, 20 Latta and 8
Latto. By the 1790s, of 70 entries, 35 use Latta and a
further 22 use Latto. The name Latto takes on a life
of its own and seems to form a separate branch
lasting down to the present day in Scotland.
Geographically, the name is found mainly in Fife.
Occasionally, the names still are mixed. James Latto,
son of John Latto is born in Dumbarton in 1787; his
brother, John Latta is born in 1789. The transition
from Lata to Latta is more common as the latter
spelling gains ascendancy.

Today, there are effectively only the two
spellings of Latta and Latto that have survived.
Casnal review of telephone directories in the UK
would suggest that the other variants have almost
entirely disappeared.

First Names

Until the end of the 19th century, the selection of
first names remained quite traditional. Prior to 1700,
only 12 male first names appear in the listing of
births; the most common were James (6), John (6),
Thomas (5), Alexander (3), David (3), Robert (2),
George (2), Patrick (2), William (2), Walter (2),
Colin (1) and Charles (1). Among marriage listings
and parents names, the name Andrew also appears
several times although it had no birth listings and the
name Hugh appears once. These 14 names dominate
in the 18th century as well; the only names that are
added during the whole century were Peter, Michael,
Joseph, Matthew, Arthur, Henry, Durham and
Graham, and in general these are isolated references.
There are 12 female names prior to 1700; Janet (5),
Margaret (5), Grissell (4), Christian (3), Agnes (2),
Elisabeth (2), Eupham (2), Mary (2), and one each
for Sophia, Alison, Katharine and Effie. Female
names showed greater variety of spellings as well as
mcluding names that later fell into disuse like
Grissell. The 18th century saw additional names for
Amn/Anna, Jean and Helen. In contrast to the
situation among the males all these three additional
names were quite frequent. There were also
additional references for Barbara, Lillias, Isabel,
Ursula, Rachel, Bathia, Nelly, Marion, Susan, and
Elspeth but these were much rarer.

(Continued on page 7)
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The Latta Name: The British In the old Duchy of Brabant, now a portion
Connection ‘ of Belgium, the name Latta means lath or lath
splinter. A common Flemish form is “Latteur”™—

RS a Croatian form is “Lattas.” The word “lath” in

Il};lafni sition te the TS the older forms of a number of languages in that

The families tl%at I researched from the US pogmllj of Europe is given as “Latte,™ “Latéa, "
4 N (14 t .77
Census of 1850 were predominantly born in the Sl S Next Theory
}I{Ioslise(l)ltt;;{lil irlh?)zwfrere bce;;llii i lagacs o Merle W. Allen of Westminster CO writes:
Treland, 2 in Scotland and one in ] Anothgr interesting tidbit I
England. Of the remaning 115, picked up in 2 telephons canvers
the majority had heads of iq)atmn v;lﬂl Mtll-l Lat‘ta- (he;ihm Micheal
household born in Pennsylvania, ey vas A IO Latta. a
Ohio, Tennessee, South Carolina T I'Ja?ta. ."ljhe ratle Latta ?
or N:)rth Carolina. A A_rablc s i s -y Frenchman,
These figures emphasize the 1Yy “Tribe of Benjamin.” When this was one of
Tiistianmdestion. T sticihe tribe was overrun by the Romans, ne lead.
“Shipwreck Lattas ) Ireland was th€ men were transported as mer- t e teaaers
clearly a source of, emigration. Sechili o freland 4o d who captured
However, given the fact that the El;ﬁla;ld'mstzme mterm;lmed and the Bastille in
emigrants were mainly Presby- s 0Se Biead P RARL 1789
“Latta” was used to mean .

terian, they were Scotch-Irish, who
presumably had moved to Ireland
as part of the settlement that began
early in the 17th century.
Accessibility of my Research

As T indicated, my records are only partially
computerized. I am happy to try to answer specific
queries if other researchers have British
connections that you wish to explore. My address
is given below.

Conclusion

As with all genealogical research, the odyssey
through the existing records can be never-ending. 1
have had far more success in tracing back some of
the other lines of my family than I have had with
my Latta origins. However, even lack of success

What'’s in a Name
(Continued from page 1)
origin of the name.

Micheal Latta, a Frenchman, was one of the
leaders who captured the Bastille in 1789. He
later came to America. Micheal Latta, an Aus-
trian, a convert of Mohammedanism, was Gener-
alissimo of the Turkish forces in the Crimean War.
Two Spanish sailors of Austrian descent were on
the Armada which invaded England in the time of
Queen Elizabeth [/]. One was wrecked on the
coast of Scotland and the other on the coast of Ire-
land. They were named Latta, and they settled
there. Their descendants came to America.

William H. Latta of Pullman, Washington, did
some research and offers the following:

“mercenary soldier.”
Yet Another

Fileen Hook (eileenhook@aol.com) says
that her grandmother’s theory was that the name
is French, and had been L’ Atta, but had been
shortened over time and the family’s residence in
Ireland.

More Yet

William Malcolm Latta of Nashville TN,
writing in 1961, stated:

The name Latta is a very ancient one and
comes from the Latin. The name as a family
name originated during the time of the Roman
Empire—possibly as far back as 300 BC. The
Roman Empire is where the Lattas lived
until after the coming of Christ.

Next we find evidence of the Lattas
in Gaul—that part of Europe now
known as France. Later they were in
Normandy and Brabant—provinces of
northern France. From France the Lat-
tas fanned out over Europe and in 1066
when William the Conqueror invaded
and captured England and Scotland
there were Lattas with him.

The Latta family was given two -
coats-of-arms. One was given to the
Brabant branch about 600 AD and the % Scotiand %
other was givenin 1191 AD to a ’
William Latta who lived in Scotland. This

William Latta was made a baron of Scotland by

(Continued on page 8)

i' Latta '
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when William
the Conqueror
invaded and
captured
England and
Scotland there
were Lattas
with him.

What’s in a Name

(Continued from page 7)

King Richard I (the Lionhearted) who led the
Third Crusade to the Holy Land in 1190, and
William Latta was one of his warriors.

It is thought that all the Lattas im America are
descendants of this William Latta, baron of Scot-
land. The Lattas lived in Scotland from about
1066 AD on. Even to this day there are many liv-
ing there, mostly on the west coast in Ayrshire.

About the year 1620 AD several families by
the name of Latta left Scotland and established
homes in the northern counties of
Ireland, where some still live today.

[For a recent analysis of in-
formation from historical records,
see the article in this isstie titled
The Latta Name: The British
Connection by Geoffrey W.
Latta.]

Coat of Arms

The baronical coat of arms re-
ferred to above is described in
heraldic terms as: Sable, three piles
argent, over all on a fesse gules
three crescents of the second.

Crest: an oak tree proper. Motto: Dum Vivo
Vireo (while I live I flourish). Three different in-
terpretations of these arms accompany this article.

":'{l’zf Ta

el

Undiscovered History of Branch 4

(Continued from page 1)

esting fact about this remarkable man, something
that has remained hidden for the past one hundred
and sixteen years. Emmit, along with his father
Samuel, mother Orpha and brother Adrian, were
founders of the town called Lily Dale, New York.
This line of the Latta Family built some of the
first houses there in the late 1800°s.

Lily Dale was no ordinary town in its day.
The town was built on a new way of religious
thinking from its very beginning. The founders
called themselves “Free-Thinkers”,
a religious belief which helped form
what is known as spiritualism today.

I have visited Lily Dale, and was
shown the spot where Emmit’s house
once stood. I was also able to see the
houses that belonged to Samuel and
A.C. (Emmit’s father and brother),
which are still standing today.

The town historian has been
working on the old records of the
town and she assured me that she will
look for any old photos, records,
deeds, etc., of the Latta family, and
will pass the information on to me. I, in turn, will
be happy to share this information with others

__PHC | working the same branch in future issues.

Update on the Update

A number of readers are working with George to tie together the various branches of the
family. Each issue we hope fo report to you on the progress of this work. Here is George’s

latest summary:

Branches 2 and 29 have been connected. (Tie made by Robert H Latta)

Branches 13 and 38 have been connected.

Branches 12 and 19 are almost connected, with a little more work to be done.
Branches 1, 8 and 9 are possibly connected, with much work to be done.
Branches 1 and 30 are possibly connected, with much work to be done.
Branches 41 and 45 are being considered for a connection.

Branches 4 and 13 are being considered for a connection.

Branch No. 39 has been largely updated from the records of Victoria J Dandie of West Australia.

Thank you for all your help and time.

Note: I have most of my file cabinets full of updates sent to me by so many of you. You have all
been so kind in your willingness to help set the record right. Thank you. It will take me some time to
enter all this information into the branches—and still have a little time for my family. But please
know that all the updates I now have, and hope to receive, are kept safc and will over time be entered
into the branches and mentioned in future issues of this newsletter.

Please look for details in future issues under “Update on the Update™.
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Queries |
Send your queries to the editor, Paul H. Calhoun, 129 Lincoln Dr, Port Clinton OH 43452-1248 (pcalhoun@infinet.com)
LATTA Would like to locate relatives of Ora LATTA, originally from Walen, MO; son John was born at
Charleston, IA. He later moved to Burlington, IA, and had two sons, Paul and Marvin.
— Mrs. Vivian A. Setterberg, 423 Harrison, Burlington, IA 52601-6427
LATTA Could Andrew LATTA be the father (or uncle) of John T. LATTA [Branch 30, family 2]? John T.
LATTA was b 1793 in PA or KY, res Adams Co OH, and d in OH.
— Wilma Latta Chambers, 3006 S Chrysler Ave, Independence MO 64052-3237
CLUM John Henry LATTA [Branch 1, family 41—ed.] (1865-1930) and wife Mary Blanche CLUM
LATTA adopted nine-year-old Wallace WOOD from the Kansas Orphan Asylum 12 Mar 1894. Henry
WOOD LATTA made the land run into the Cherokee Strip and it is remembered that Wallace was living
there with them. What happened to Wallace WOOD LATTA?
—Paula Gruginski, 8229 NE 47th St, Vancouver WA 98661 (75334.621@compuserve.com) Phone
(370) 750-1525
CUNNINGHAM William LATTA [Branch 1, family 20—ed.], b 24 Mar 1825, Fayette Co PA, son of Samuel. Mar
LATTA Mary Elizabeth CUNNINGHAM 6 Jun 1858 LaGrange IN; d 25 Jan 1898 according to family, no
proof found. Seek par of Mary Elizabeth and proof of William’s d.o.d.
—Paula Gruginski, 8229 NE 47th St, Vancouver WA 98661 (75334.621(@compuserve.com) Phone
(370) 750-1525
HOWE Seek info on William L. LATTA (Branch 45, family 11); b Roscoe PA 1844; d 1887; mar Philena
GLUNT A. HOWE; b Coal Creek Center PA 1846; d 1923. Also seek info on Margaret Jane LATTA, b
LATTA 1873; mar David H. GLUNT, b 1870 Charleroi PA. Their ch: Mary, William and David Jr.,
Charleroi PA,
—Carol Ann Latta Milner, PO Box 7967, Seminole FL. 33775-8901
HANNAH John LATTA [Branch 13, family 2—ed.] mar Susannah PITMAN. Their dau Harriet mar Gordon
LATTA HANNAH. Would like any info about parents, siblings, etc.
PITMAN —Theresa Hannah, 257 Westcott St, Peterborough ONT CANADA K9] 2G9
CHISHOLM John Stuart NEELY, probate judge, b 1796 York SC m Jane LATTA b 1797 York SC; res
LATTA Huntington, Carroll Co TN in 1828; res Pontotoc Co MS by 1843. Both prob d aft 1870. Child:
NEELY John Leroy NEELY b 6 Aug 1815 Columbia, Maury Co TN; blacksmith; Co A, 2nd Btn; Co E, 11
MS Cav; mar/2 Martha Jane CHISHOLM 1 Jan 1856, Pontotoc Co MS; d 17 Oct 1874 Pontotoc
Co, MS: poss son from 1st mar; Wm. Henry NEELY, b 1849 in MS. Any info appreciated.
—Loree S. LaChance, 400 Patton Ave, Biloxi MS 39531-2596 (iflyhurons@aol.com)
LATTA Matthew LOTTY was admr of will of Robert YOUNG in Chester Co PA (E. Nottingham?) ca 1750.
LOTTY No further trace found in Chester Co after this. Was there also a Matthew LATTA/LOTTY who
YOUNG lived in NC shortly after this time? Might this be the Mr. LATTA who was killed by Indians 31 Oct
on his way to Limestone K, as reported in the KY Gazette 8 Nov 17887
—Virginia Latta Curulla, 9050 Meridian Pl No, Seattle WA 98103-4153. (206) 524-0830
(veurulla@cks.ssd k12.wa.us)
LATTA Seek any info on Albert LATTA (Branch unknown) b 14 Sep 1850 either IA or MO. Wife Lavina
TRUEBLOOD TRUEBLOOD, b 3 Feb 1853. Children (all b IN) Edward, Orestus, Ross, Tressie, Ferman, Emma,
Charles.
—George P. Latta, PO Box 352, Holley NY 14470. (Latta34@aol.com) phone (716) 638-7933
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Our Financial Contributors since the last issue

Our hats’re off to you! Many, many thanks!

Subscriber

Merle W. Allen
Ralph W. Allen

Patrick J. Anderson
Laurie J. Armstrong
Debby J. Baker
Barbara A. Benish
Kathleen F. Birt
Shirley L. Bishop
Vicki Breeze

Lois J. Brott

Wilma L. Chambers
Virginia L. Curulla
Victoria J. Dandie

David W. DeFrees
Larry Draughon
Margaret W. Emerson
Cathy L. Fenchak
John E. Friedell
Phyllis T. Goff
Paula L. Gruginski
Theresa Hannah
Donald F. Hanson
L. Stephen Hinson
Patricia M. Hutchings
Donna M. Jones
David W. Kinard
Rose L. Kintigh
Rose L. Kyle

Loree S. LaChance
Curtis M. Lantz
Alan D. Latta

Alan L. Latta

Alex L. Latta Jr.
Alpheus A. Latta
Billy L. Latta
Charles F. Latta
Christopher T. Latta
Danny R. Latta
David K. Latta
David L. Latta
Dianna L. Latta
Dorothy A. Latta
Duane & Dolores Latta
Eugene C. Latta
Geoffrey F. Latta
Geoffrey W. Latta
James M. Latta
Jerry L. Latta

John R. Latta

Kit and Laurie Latta
Leroy & Pearl Latta
Richard J. Latta
Robert E. Latta
Roseann Latta
William J. Latta

Branch

28
3

7

4
36
3

30

Postal Address

9420 Newton St, Westminster CO 80030-3172
100 Norman Drive #174,

Cranberry Township PA 16066-4232
9654 Baltimore Ave, Laurel MD 20723-1818
2055 Morgan Hill, Hollywood CA 90068-3618
616 7th Avenue, Coralville |IA 52241-1949
1302 Highland Avenue, Helena MT 59601-5241
16317 E 33rd St, Independence MO 64055-2922
6010 Liptonshire Dr, Corpus Christi TX 78415-3615
542 Hutchinson St, Rock Hill NC 29730-0402
1501 Summit Place Drive, Atlanta GA 30350-2425
3006 8 Chrysler, Independence MO 64052-3237
9050 Meridian Pl No, Seattle WA 98103-4153
Dan Rob, Lot 4 Stretch Road,

Mount Helena 6082 WEST AUSTRALIA
Address not published at subscriber's request
15837 E MclLellan Rd, Mesa AZ 85203-3842
201 S Northpark Ln, Joplin MO 64801-8426
500 Church Ave Lot 50, Gillette WY 82716-4553
PO Box 293, Shell Lake WI 54871-0293
447 Avenue Del Ora, Redwood City CA 94062-2201
2819 NE 47th St, Vancouver WA 98663-2124

257 Westcott St, Peterborough ONT KQJ 2G9 CANADA
161 Manitoba St, St Thomas ONT N5P 3A3 CANADA

4217 Miladies Ln, Doylestown PA 18901-9639
3213 Rugby Road, Durham NC 27707-5428

3515 NE 104th St, Vancouver WA 98686-5728
3540 Gleneagles Ct, Lithonia GA 30058-7290

54 W Park St Apt D, Westerville OH 43081-2133
1400 Gulf Bivd Apt 103, Clearwater FL 34630-2829
400 Patton Avenue, Biloxi MS 39531-2596

62816 Baskin Court, Bend OR 97701-9565

100 Northwood Drive, Willowdale ONT M2M 2K1 CANADA

PO Box 1854, Loveland CO 80539-1854

6104 94A Avenue, Edmonton ALTA T6B 0Y8 CANADA
" Address not published at subscriber's request

Q-359 CR 15 Rt 4, Napoleon OH 43545-9449
Timber Ridge Apt C-10, New Stanton PA 15672-

1018 E Capitol St SE #2, Washington DC 20003-3905

5904 Wescott Hills Way, Alexandria VA 22315-4740
3207 Weststar Ln, Martinsburg WV 25401-8990
18901 N Skylight Mt, Canehill AR 72717-8405
2707 Carnation Drive, Richardson TX 75082-4258
515 Rocky Ford Rd, Columbus IN 47203-1222
3780 Hwy 22, Muscatine |A 52761-9499

836 Pebble Beach Dr, Upland CA 91784-9130

18 Greendale Dr, Rochester NY 14617-4016
2432 Pine Street, Philadelphia PA 19103-6417
343 Sunset Drive, Pittsburgh PA 15235-5239

220 Main St, Defiance OH 43512-2316

PO Box 649, Nokomis FL 34275-0649

1804 S Vera Crest Dr, Veradale WA 99037-9035
965 E Armstead Street, Azusa CA 91702-4732

24 Greystone Rd, Marblehead MA 01945-2848
11632 Kosine Lane, Loveland OH 45140-1912
PO Box 1413, Winter Park FL 32790-1413

35 E Newman Rd, Williamston Ml 48895-9454

e-mail Address

patander73@aol.com
mitchumfan@aol.com
bbmtcity@win.com
vickiBO659@aol.com
brottGA@aol.com

veurulla@cks.ssd.k12.wa.us

75334.621@compuserve.com
dfh@ccia.st-thomas.on.ca

donnamaej@aol.com
GKinard@aol.com

iflyhurons@aol.com
clantz@transport.com
alatta@epas.utoronto.ca
allatta@aol.com
billatta@bright. net

clatta@affinity.ccare.com

76301.3233@compuserve.com
dlatta@hsonline.net

gwl@orc-ny.com
DEF_BRK_JL@nwoca.chio.gov

miatta1996@acl.com

DXDY58A@prodigy.com
(Continued on page 11)
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Our Financial Contributors since the last issue

(Continued from page 10)

Subscriber Branch Postal Address

Alexander Latto

Samuel A. McCray J.D. 3
Patricia McDougall

Carol A. Milner 45
Jack & Dorothy Moore 3
Martha A. Neal 45
Nila M. Novotny M.D. 3
Bonnie M. Peifer 3
Elwood Phillips 24
Lynne and Delbert Rackley
Phyllis E. Riess 4
Marie Scaife

Vivian A. Setterberg 3

Shirley J. Skeers
Jane L. Strickland

e-mail Address

3 Ochilview, Alva, Clacks FK12 5SEU SCOTLAND
6524 Halberd Ct, Dayton OH 45459-1308
2010 S Union Apt 326, Tacoma WA 98405-1068
PO Box 7967, Seminole FL 33775-8901
Rt 2 Box 117, Lyons NE 68038-87895
PO Box 989, Washington PA 15301-0989
3273 18th Ave, Columbus NE 68601-8103
Lot 71, 3750 E County 17, Yuma AZ 85365-8458
328 Shady Acres Dr, Lodi CA 95242-3333
PO Box 1053, Cherryville NC 28021-1053
PO Box 44, Galesburg IL 61402-0044
106 Banks Lane, Riddlesden-Keighley,
W. Yorkshire BD20 5PQ ENGLAND
423 Harrison, Burlington IA 52601-6427
2659 Minkler Rd, Sedro Woolley WA 98284-8725
1131 Melody Ln, Roanoke TX 76262-8834

MNeal63456@aol.com

O B Peifer@aol.com

Riess7@aol.com

Ellen R. Taylor 47 8718 Dunmare Lane, Fort Wayne IN 46804-3432 pmt@iwi.com
Mary L. Taylor 3 5-204 Carolina Meadows, Chapel Hill NC 27514-8522

Letha B. Van Wyck 9715 NE 28th Street, Vancouver WA 98662-7474

Ann B. Wade 192 Essex Road, Lexington OH 44804-1008

Betty B. Walraff 3 2047 NW Kline, Roseburg OR 97470-6029

Wanita K. Zieglowsky 36 2659 Spruce Ave, Ainsworth |IA 52201-9277

Financial report Library Project

from 1 April through 31 August 1996

The following additional libraries and organizations

PREVIOUS BALANCE $ 0.00 will receive copies of The Latta (ienealogy Newsletter,
Receipts thanks to your generous contributions:
Subscription contributions $786.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS $786.00 Mid-Continent Public Library
Expenditures North Independence Branch
Advertising $15.40 15616 E 24 Hwy
Postage $226.76 Independence MO 64050-2098
Printing $159.00
Supplies $144.90 Kansas City Public Library
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $546.06 311 E 12th St
BALANCE ON HAND $239.94 Kansas City MO 64106-2454

Estimated costs to publish and mail Issue 2: $313.50

Necrology

We were saddened to learn that Mr.

Jackson Co Genealogical Society
420 S Main St, PO Box 1133
Independence MO 64051-0633

State Historical Society of Missouri
1020 Lowry St
Columbia MO 65201-7298

Leigh C. Latta, 1075 Willow Avenue,
Glendale, OH, passed away in March.
He was a diligent researcher and a

good friend-by-correspondence to many.

Our condolences to his widow Ginny
and his family and friends.

Jackson County Historical Society
Rm 103, Independence Sq Court House
Independence MO 64050

Ross County Genealogical Society
270 S Paint St, PO Box 6352
Chillicothe OH 45601-6352
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The Qutlaw In-law account and determined to meet the best spinner
(Continued from page 2) of the time. Although Polly had many admirers,
huge Latta gravestone in the middle of the front she eventually did choose William and they were
row! (Really observant, huh? Hey, I'm only mar- married April 15, 1826. They had been happily
ried into the family, remember?) Of course I married for forty-three years when Polly died
stopped, took some pictures, wrote down the in- November 30, 1869 in Hancock County, Illinois.
formation and took it all home to my Latta who According to her husband, she was a prominent
was thrilled (cute, aren't they?), and proceeded to | member of society in their community, a good
enjoy the glory of finding and bagging my first partner, a kind mother, and benevolent sister.
Latta. Yes, if you look at it like a sportitcan al- | Gpe was the mother of nine children and had
most be fun! _ sixteen grandchildren.

The minute Tactic #3 _ The foregoing article is a composite of three

Never—I mean never—yawn when hearing stories about Polly from the following source:

he turns for about the family, even though it's been fourteen 977.14H2a, 1872 History of Champaign & Logan

the paper hours of “Now where did that William go?” 1 Sa's orOh:

work, that’s know this one can bq tough, but it can 'be dom_a!’ If Editorial

: you feel a yawn coming on, try switching posi- e

when I sneak tions, getting up and walking around— pinching You like it!

ayawn or two | yourself is even permissible—just never let them | (Continued from page ) ) .

or three. see you yawn! some of the material that appeared in their newslet-

One of my favorite ways to sneak a yawn is
to ask my Latta a question. “You know that
William?” I'll ask. “Which William?” he'll reply.
“You know, that William married to what’s-her-
name, Mary I think.” The minute he turns for the
paper work, that’s when I sneak a yawn or two or
three. Heck, while he's looking, I can get a cup of
coffee and a snack.....

“Hey I found him, William married to Mary.
What did you want to know?” he'll holler from the
living room. “Oh, never mind, I think I was think-
ing of someone else.” (Drives him crazy when I
do that, but it keeps the peace !)

I hope that you will find these few tactics
helpful when dealing with your Latta descendant
and assisting them in their search for their roots.
Remember, generations-to-come will be research-
ing our Latta descendants, and of course, finding
out about us un-Lattas, too! So keep smiling, be
supportive, patient, and above all else, keep your
sense of humor. The reward will be a place in this
great family’s history! Now, if you will excuse
me, I think I just might go pick up that pair of ear-

ter.

Thanks to the generosity of many readers who
sent more money than we asked for, we’re able to
send the second issue to everyone on our mailing
list. However, if you haven’t yet contributed but
wish to continue receiving The Latta Genealogy
Newsletter, please write and ask us to keep on send-
ing it. We don’t require a contribution, but we cer-
tainly hope you’ll put something in the kitty.

Don’t overlook the idea of gift subscriptions for
other members of your family, or for your favorite
library or genealogical society.

Finally, be sure to visit our new website at
http://www.infinet.com/~pcalhoun/latta html

Pioneer Polly

(Continued from page 3)

“cut” and the fourth dozen. The pioneer girl
was victorious, and that triumph helped shape
her future.

News spread quickly and an account of the
great feat was published in a newspaper, giving
the name and residence of the spinner. William
Darnall, who was a schoolmaster, read the

William Story Latta Bible Record

Sent in by Barbara R. Smith from a microfilm at
the Family History Library in SLC (#908992, Item
10):

Mr. Story Latta born May 3, 1826

Sarah Anne Eikenberry born Aug 21, 1841
Mr. S. & Sarah Anne Latta were

married May 8, 1861

Samuel E. Latta born May 11, 1862
Crawford Latta born Nov 25, 1864
Crawford Latta died Oct 17, 1865

Minnie Belle Latta born Nov 12, 1866
Mary Olive Latta born Jan 28, 1870

William Story Latta and his wife are Family #56
of Branch #3. If you’d like a copy of the above Bible
record, write to Barbara at 3333 West 4630 So.,
West Valley City, UT 84119-5920.




